Claims 



1. (Currently Amended) In a command line operating environment, a 
computer-executable method comprising: 

executing each command on a command line in a first execution mode or 
in an alternate execution mode, wherein executing the command in the alternate 
execution mode occurs when the command on the command line includes an 
instruction, the instruction comprising a call to a method provided by the 
command line operating environment to execute in the alternate execution mode, 
the alternate execution mode being provided by the command line operating 
environment such that the command line operating environment provides 
extended functionality to execute the command and the command being 
executed on the command line does not incorporate code for extending 
functionality to execute the command in the alternate execution mode; 

wherein the instruction to execute in the alternate execution mode also 
comprises a switch , and wh e r ei n e xecut i ng th e command i n th e a l t e rnat e 
oxocut i on modo further occurs whon tho command li no i nc l udes tho sw i tch 
indicating the alternate execution mode, wherein the switch activates a 
corresponding hook statement within a cmdlet base class from which commands 
are derived, wherein the hook statement invokes the method provided by the 
command line operating environment to execute in the alternate execution mode, 
and wherein the alternate execution mode visually displays simulated results of 
executing the command. 
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2. (Previously Canceled) 

3. (Previously Canceled) 

4. (Previously Canceled) 

5. (Previously Canceled) 

6. (Previously Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The computer-executable method of claim 1, 
wherein the switch comprises "whatif . 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled ) 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 
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14. (Canceled) 



15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously Canceled) 

18. (Previously Canceled) 

19. (Previously Canceled) 

20. (Previously Canceled) 

21 . (New) A system that provides a command line operating 
environment, the system comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory, the memory being allocated for a plurality of computer- 
executable instructions which are loaded into the memory for execution by the 
processor, the computer-executable instructions performing a method 
comprising: 

executing each command on a command line in a first execution mode or 
in an alternate execution mode, wherein executing the command in the alternate 
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execution mode occurs when the command on the command line includes an 
instruction, the instruction comprising a call to a method provided by the 
command line operating environment to execute in the alternate execution mode, 
the alternate execution mode being provided by the command line operating 
environment such that the command line operating environment provides 
extended functionality to execute the command and the command being 
executed on the command line does not incorporate code for extending 
functionality to execute the command in the alternate execution mode; 

wherein the instruction to execute in the alternate execution mode also 
comprises a switch indicating the alternate execution mode, wherein the switch 
activates a corresponding hook statement within a cmdlet base class from which 
commands are derived, wherein the hook statement invokes the method 
provided by the command line operating environment to execute in the alternate 
execution mode. 

22. (New) The system of claim 21, wherein the switch comprises 



23. (New) The system of claim 21 , wherein the alternate execution 
mode visually displays simulated results of executing the command. 

24. (New) One or more processor-accessible storage media comprising 
processor-executable instructions that, when executed, direct a device to perform 
actions comprising: 
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executing each command on a command line in a first execution mode 
or in an alternate execution mode, wherein executing the command in the 
alternate execution mode occurs when the command on the command line 
includes an instruction, the instruction comprising a call to a method provided by 
the command line operating environment to execute in the alternate execution 
mode, the alternate execution mode being provided by the command line 
operating environment such that the command line operating environment 
provides extended functionality to execute the command and the command being 
executed on the command line does not incorporate code for extending 
functionality to execute the command in the alternate execution mode; 

wherein the instruction to execute in the alternate execution mode also 
comprises a switch indicating the alternate execution mode, wherein the switch 
activates a corresponding hook statement within a cmdlet base class from which 
commands are derived, wherein the hook statement invokes the method 
provided by the command line operating environment to execute in the alternate 
execution mode. 

25. (New) The one or more processor-accessible media comprising 
processor-executable instructions of claim 24, wherein the switch comprises 
"whatif . 

26. (New) The one or more processor-accessible media comprising 
processor-executable instructions of claim 24, wherein the alternate execution 
mode visually displays simulated results of executing the command. 
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